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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  -  NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 


Newsletter  #22 
August  1974 

NEXT  MEETING:  Saturday,  October  19,  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  NH. 

Program  Chairwoman  Joyce  Cllnkscales  is  now  setting  up  the  fall 
meeting,  the  main  thrust  of  which  will  be  on  contemporary  music, 
including  a  "nuts  and  bolts"  session  on  how  to  handle  it  (acquisi- 
tions, cataloging,  processing)  in  the  library.  Details  will  be  sent 
out  in  the  newsletter  in  September  -  but  Now  is  the  time,  if  you 
wish  to  stay  overnight  in  autumn  foliage  season  in  New  Hampshire, 
to  make  your  reservations  with  the  inn  of  your  choice. 

We've  been  asked  to  announce  a  Charles  Ives  Centennial  festival 
Conference,  sponsored  by  Yale  University  and  Brooklyn  College,  to 
be  held  in  New  York  and  New  Haven  on  Oct.  17-21.  It  will  include 
several  concerts.  For  information,  contact  Vivian  Perils,  School 
of  Music,  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn.  06520. 

DIRECTORY  QUESTIONNAIRE:  The  next  edition  (4th)  of  the  Directory  of  Music 
Libraries  in  New  England  is  in  the  works.  Please  fill  out  and  return 
the  enclosed  questionnaire  by  Sept*  15  to  Joseph  Scott,  Greer  Music 
Library,  Connecticut  College,  New  London,  Conn.  06320. 

CATALOGING  WORKSHOP:  Gerald  Parker  (Boston  PL)  and  Robert  Loud  (Concord 
PL)  will  hold  a  music  cataloging  workshop  this  fall.  1'he  first  two 
meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Concord  Free  Public  Library  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  5  and  26,  from  9:00  til  1:00.  Other  sessions  may  be  held, 
depending  on  interest.  Those  who  plan  on  attending  should  register 
with  Robert  Loud  by  calling  him  (617-369-5324).  Bring  your  cataloging 
problems  with  you.  There  is  no  fee. 

BASIC  MUSIC  COLLECTION  (MLA):  Dorothy  Bognar,  former  president  of  NEMLA, 
has  sent  a  copy  of  the  latest  additions  to  MLA's  basic  list  series, 
nos.  5-9,  Chamber  Music  for  Strings  (study  scores  and  performing  edi- 
tions) and  Chamber  Music  with  Winds  (study  scores  and  performing  edi- 
tions). She  will  bring  copies  of  these  to  the  fall  meeting. 

JOHNSON  SPEECH:  By  vote  of  the  membership  at  the  last  meeting,  the  speech 
of  H.  Earle  Johnson  has  been  submitted  to  Notes  for  publication.  Copies 
of  Mr.  Johnson's  remarks  may  be  obtained  for  #2.00  (incl.  postage), 
upon  request  to  Joe  Scott  (address  above). 

AMERICAN  MUSIC  COLLECTIONS:  Members  are  reminded  of  the  project  put  forward 
by  Mary  Davidson  last  spring,  to  compile  a  union  list  of  holdings  of 
Early  American  Music  in  New  England  Libraries.  For  details,  write  to 
her  (Music  Library,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass.  02180)  or  to 
Natalie  Breed  (Music  Dept.,  Boston  PL,  Copley  Square,  Boston,  MA  02117). 

MLA  CONFERENCE,  NEW  YORK  1974:  Joe  Scott  (Conn.  College)  was  requested  at 
the  Executive  Board  Meeting,  June  15,  to  represent  NEMLA  at  the  MLA 
Conference,  and  to  report  to  us  at  the  fall  meeting.  Highlights  include: 

Panel  on  selection  c.nd  aquisition  of  popular  music:  country,  musicals, 
jazz,  &  rock.  The  28-page  blbliography-discography ,  entitled  Selected 
Recordings  and  Publications  In  the  Popular  Music  Field,  i s  available 
from  W.  Ivey,  Country  Music  Foundation,  700  16th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn 

Goals  and  Objectives  Committee  encourages  those  who  have  not  yet 
returned  its  recently  mailed  questionnaire  to  do  so.  Additional  copies 
are  available  from  Ruth  Watanabe,  c/o  the  Eastman  School  of  Music. 

The  Contemporary  American  Composers  Library  Project  Committee  wants 
to  locate  unpublished  works  of  20th-century  American  composers,  on 
an  ongoing  basis  (they  have  6500  items  so  far).  Information:  Paula 
Morgan,  Princeton  University,  Music  Library,  Princeton,  NJ.   (Continued) 

Next  MLA  National  meeting:  Winter  1975,  will  be  held  in  San  Juan, 
Puerto  Rico. 
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MINUTES  OF  SPRING  MEETING  (Friday,  April  26,  1974,  Boston  PL,  Ruth  Bleecker, 

hostess) . 

Present  were:  Sara  Armstrong  (Colby  College),  G.  Wright  Brlggs  (Harvard 
Musical  Ass'n),  Patricia  T.  Barber  (Brown),  Dorothy  Bognar  (U  Conn-Storrs) 
Betty  Burnett,  Sydney  Beck,  Joyce  Clinkscales,  Jean  Morrow,  Kenneth 
Pristash,  Jeannine  Ayotte,  Michael  Beck,  and  Barbara  Winchester  (all  NEC) 
Ruth  Bleecker,  Natalie  Breed,  C.  Gerald  Parker,  Shirley  Utudjlan  (all 
BPL),  Mary  Ankudowich,  Robert  Cunningham  (Smith),  Andrew  Castlglione 
(U.  Mass-Boston),  Isabel  Clark  (Yale),  Mary  Davidson,  Winifred  Conley 
(Wellesley  College),  Janet  Colbert,  Peggy  Shea  (Robbins  Library,  Arling- 
ton, MA),  Goldie  M.  Creamer  (MacKay  Library),  Nesta  S.  Frattallone 
(Cambridge  PL),  JoAnn  M.  Fuchs  (Pawtucket  RI  PL),  Brenda  Goldman  (Tufts), 
Frank  Gramenz,  Helen  Hartmeyer,  Lillian  Murray,  &  Theresa  P.  Walker  (all 
BU),  Reina  Hart  (UNH),  Jim  Kimball  (Wesleyan  Univ.),  Sarah  G.  Libbey 
(Carl  Fisoher  Inc.  of  Boston),  Robert  Loud  (Concord  PL),  Georgianna 
LaRosee  (Milton  MA  PL),  Janet  Male  (Fitchburg  PI),  Michael  Ochs  (Brandeis) 
Agnes  Parent  (Lowell  MA  PL),  Kenneth  Roberts  (Williams  College), 
Vivian  Rosenberg  (Northeastern),  Laura  Scarlett  (Medford  MA  PL),  Joe 
Scott  (Conn.  College),  Arthur  Schrader  (Old  Sturbridge  Village),  John 
Voigt  (Berklee  College),  and  Judith  Wentzell  (Portland  ME  PL),  and  Linda 
Solow  (MIT). 

Registration  began  at  9:00  in  the  Boston  Room,  aided  by  coffee  and 
donuta.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:00,  by  chairwoman  Dorothy 
Bognar.  Rob  Loud  read  a  letter  from  Bill  Weichlein  of  national  MLA, 
expressing  interest  in  our  very  active  chapter.  He  then  introduced  H. 
Earle  Johnson,  who  regaled,  prodded,  and  teased  us  with  his  recollections 
and  suggestions^-  to  cultivate  doners,  know  the  regional  collections, 
undertake  an  extensive  survey  of  basic  materials  in  early  American  music. 
Finally,  he  considered  the  possibility  of  reuniting  music  and  other  arts 
in  a  "Cultural  Division",  and  closed  by  advocating  librarians'  zeal  and 
involvement  in  the  community.  The  talk  was  highly  appreciated-  see  p.  1. 

Next,  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Barbara  Lambert  gave  us  a  tour  of 
the  Musical  Instruments  Collection,  half-hidden  downstairs  but  fascinating 
and  unusuall  Its  Calendar  of  Musical  Events,  issued  monthly  from  Sept. 
to  May,  can  be  subscribed  to  for  $2/yr.  Musical  Instruments  Collection, 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass.  02115.   Still  at  the  Museum,  we 
enjoyed  luncheon  in  the  Museum  Restaurant,  and  wish  to  thank  an 
anonymous  donor  for  contributing  the  wine. 

Back  at  the  BPL,  we  heard  a  most  interesting  talk  by  Nicholas  Tawa, 
on  the  history  and  economics  of  early  secular  sheet  music  publishing  in 
America.  Reasearch  in  this  area  is  complicated  by  the  obscurity  of  some 
composers,  and  the  publishers'  performing  of  at  least  5  functions:  copy- 
right, competition,  retail,  new  compositions,  and  advertising.  He  used 
slides  to  illustrate  some  of  the  covers,  and  differences  between  editions. 
Three  periods:  1 )to  1810,  British  -  engraver,  printer,  and  publisher  were 
all  different  people,  2)  1810-1840,  American  publishers  on  the  rise, 
with  less  expensive  editions,  decorative  covers,  and  competitions  for 
"answer  songs",  3)  1840-1850,  American-dominated  music  publishing,  here. 

At  the  Business  Meeting,  several  items  were  accomplished.  New  officers 
were  voted  in  (Rob  Loud,  Chairman;  Joyce  Clinkscales,  Vice-Chairman; 
Laura  Scarlett,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Isabel  Clark,  Member-at-large). 
Dorothy  Bognar  passed  around  copies  of  the  resolution  which  had  been 
passed  at  the  fall  '73  meeting,  concerning  music  library  representation 
at  faculty  meetings.  Sarah  Libbey  presented  her  bibliography  of  books 
currently  in  print,  divided  into  the  following  categories:  1)  biographies,; 
2)  bibliographies,  3)  general  history,  4)  folk  and  pop"  culture,  5) 
religious  culture,  6)  local  history,  7)  music  trade,  8)  music,  including 
theory,  and  9)  Misc.  Mary  Davidson  presented  her  idea  for  a  New  England 
Union  Catalog  of  American  Music  through  1890  -  See  Page  1 .  An  exhibit 
of  early  Americana  at  Brandeis  was  announced,  and  the  Directory  discussed, 

Finally,  an  all-too-brief  tour  of  BPL-AV,  led  by  Shirley  Utudjlan, 
and  a  snerry  hour  and  reception.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Laura  Scarlett 
Secretary 


